io                      SAMBALPUR DISTRICT
Christians number 722, including 575 natives, of whom the majority are Lutherans and Baptists. A station of the Baptist Mission is maintained at Sambalpur town.
The black soil which forms so marked a feature in the adjoining Central Provinces is almost unknown in Sambalpur. It occurs in the north-west of the District, beyond the cross gncu re. range of Vindhyan sandstone which shuts off the Ambabhona pargana, and across the Mahanadi towards the Bilaspur border. The soil which covers the greater part of the country is apparently derived from underlying crystalline rocks, and the differences found in it are due mainly to the elimination and transportation effected by surface drainage. The finer particles have been carried into the low-lying areas along drainage lines, rendering the soil there of a clayey texture, and leaving the uplands light and sandy. The land round Sambalpur town, and a strip running along the north bank of the Mahanad! to the confines of Bilaspur District, is the most productive, being fairly level, while the country over the greater part of the Bargarh tahsll has a very decided slope, and is much cut up by ravines and watercourses. Nearly all the rice is sown broadcast, only about 4 per cent, of the total area being transplanted. For thinning the crop and taking out weeds, the fields are ploughed up when the young plants are a few inches high, as in Chhattisgarh. A considerable proportion of the area under cultivation, consisting of high land which grows crops other than rice, is annually left fallow, as the soil is so poor that it requires periodical rests.
1 No less than 235 square miles are held revenue free or on low quit-rents, these grants being either for the maintenance of temples or gifts to Brahmans, or assignments for the support of relatives of the late ruling family. The zammdari estates cover 48 per cent, of the total -area of the District, 109 acres are held ryotwari, and the balance on the tenures described below (p. 15). In 1903-4, 396 square miles, or 9 per cent, of the total area, were included in Government forests; 290 square miles, or 7 per cent., were classed as not available for cultivation; and 1,102 square miles, or 26 per cent,, as cultivable waste other than fallow. The remaining area, amounting to about 2,443 square miles, or nearly 64 .per cent, of that of the District, excluding Government forests, was occupied for cultivation. In the more level parts of the open country cultivation is close, but elsewhere there seems to be still some room for expansion. Rice is the staple crop of Sambalpur, covering 1,355 square miles in 1903-4, Other crops are
1 The figures in this paragraph refer to the area of the District as it stood before the transfer of Phuljhar, Chandarpur, and Malkhurda, revised statistics of cultivation not being available.